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No Quitters Here | April 24th

What’s the Issue Anyway?
Sometimes churches __________ believing in the power of __________.
When we stop believing in the power of love, __________ for our world dies.

What Wisdom does the parable of the sower and the seed in Luke 8 offer us?
The seed is the invitation to be a ___________________.
The Sower is the ________________ and the ________________ network of
peacemakers.
The Path in Mark 4:14, Matthew 13:19, Luke 8:12
For Crossroads: The Path is the field marked by _______________.
The Rocky Ground in Mark 4:16-17, Matthew 13:20-21, Luke 8:13
For Crossroads: The Rocky Ground is the field where divine love is experienced
but lacks support in times of __________________ or _______________.
The Thorns in Mark 4:18-19, Matthew 13:22, Luke 8:14
For Crossroads: The Thorns are the fields of personal spirituality marked by the
__________________ of this world.
The Rich Soil in Mark 4:20, Matthew 13:23, Luke 8:15
For Crossroads: The Rich Soil is the field where peacemakers generously
__________ people in the complexity of their trauma, doubt, opposition and
distractions.

Don’t Miss This!
Hope demands that we __________________ in our commitment to love.

How can I live this out in my everyday, normal life?
Create a hope-filled space that _______________ the power of trauma.
Create a hope-filled space that __________________ questions.
Create a hope-filled space that _______________ the dangerous distractions in our
world.
Create __________________ when you want to just quit loving.

How does this make me a better person and the world a better place?
When love perseveres, people find hope to _______________ life’s greatest evils.

What is God inviting you into today?
1. Don’t give up.
2. Consider the different “fields” of my life and how receptive I am to God’s presence
in each one.

Thought-provoking questions:
1. Have you ever quit believing in the power of love? What were the circumstances
around that? Did you ever feel hopeless?
2. Have you ever found yourself in the field of doubt or opposition, the Rocky Ground?
How would it have been helpful to have a person’s or community’s support in those
moments?
3. Persevering in love brings with it many challenges. Can you think of a person with
whom you really had to persevere in love? What were some of the challenges you
faced?
4. Boundaries are important in loving people. Without boundaries love can turn into
codependency or enabling. What are some boundaries you have had to put in place
so that you can persevere in love without doing self-harm?
5. The language of “overcoming” often doesn’t account for reality. Some
circumstances simply won’t change. Describe a circumstance/problem in your life
that doesn’t change, yet you still live beautifully inside it.

