
The Meaning Behind the Magic | Week #01 
Finding What Matters Most | December 2nd and 5th   
Anchor Verse: Everyone who listened was astonished at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary took all this in and reflected on it. Luke 2:18-19 

What’s the Issue Anyway? 
Finding the meaning behind the magic is __________ work.  

Some of us think about the actual birth of Jesus like John, Mark and Paul: 

_____________ __________________. 

Some of us think about the actual birth of Jesus like Matthew and Luke: 

_____________ __________________.  

__________________ Approach: Truth lies in its meaning.  

To approach parabolically does ________ deny factuality. It just sets the 

question aside.  

__________________ Approach: Ancient Text in Ancient Context. 

The more-than-literal, more-than-factual meaning of biblical stories always  

_____________ ________.  

                                                           -Borg, Marcus J.; Crossan, John Dominic. The First Christmas. 

Luke and Matthew’s birth narratives are __________________ to their Gospels. 

The Magic in Matthew’s Star and Magi in Matthew 2:1-13 
The battle for the _________ Kingdom.  

Matthew established immediately that __________ is the alternative to Rome.  

Herod felt an immediate __________ to his power and prestige.   

Matthew and his audience were aware of the __________ stories of Moses and 

the __________ of Pharaoh.  

The Magi found joy in __________________ worshiping Jesus.  

The Meaning Behind the Magic of the Magi and the Star 
Depending on your __________________ The message of Jesus will bring joy or 

distress.    



Living Out the Meaning in Your Everyday Life 
Look for the __________________ that guide you to Jesus and keep you from 

danger.  

Recognize there is always a bit of __________ and bit of __________ in you.  

How Does the Meaning Behind the Magic Make the World a Better Place? 
We realize that Jesus brings us true ________.   

NEXT STEPS (What is God inviting you into today?) 
1. Let go of the post-enlightenment, modern thinking duality of fact or fable 

when it comes to the stories of Christmas and embrace the question, “What 
do they mean?” 

2. Join the Journey of Advent & Christmas 

3. Read Matthew 1-2 this week 

Thought provoking questions: 
1. What parts of the Christmas story do you find the most meaningful or 

comforting? Why do those elements speak to you so deeply? 

2. Why do you think Paul never mentions the birth of Jesus in his letters?  

3. Herod felt his comfort threatened by the birth of Jesus. What areas of your 
life does the birth of Jesus, a radical new way of seeing the world, threaten? 
What about the kingdom of God, peace through justice, challenges you? 

4. Where do you see the tendency to embrace Roman Imperialism (Peace 
through Victory) in Christianity today? 

5. How has worshiping Jesus (living life under the mystery of the Kingdom of 
God) brought joy into your life? Can you think of a time where you were so 
overwhelmed with God’s presence that it prompted generosity in you? 


