
Believing Like Jesus | Week #07 
Unmet Expectations | October 28th and 31st   
Anchor Verse: “...let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith...” Hebrews 12:1-2 

What’s the Issue Anyway? 
We expect prayer to always ________ our problems.   

We expect prayer to always give us ______________ to our questions.  

Prayer doesn’t always meet our ___________________. 

What about Jesus and prayer? 
Jesus prayed patiently ___________ making important decisions. (Luke 6:12-16) 

Jesus prayed fiercely in the ____________ of agonizing fear and anxiety.  

(Luke 22:39-44) 

Jesus prayed honestly at the ________ of his deepest loneliness. (Mark 15:34) 

Don’t Miss This 
Jesus believed prayer _____________ made a difference. 

What about my everyday, peacemaking life? 
Make prayer a ___________, __________ and __________ experience with God.  

Sometimes your prayers will make a difference in ________.  

Sometimes your prayers will make a difference in ___________.  

Sometimes your prayers will make a difference in your _________________. 

How can this make me a better human and our world a better place? 
Patient, fierce and honest prayers bring _____________ hope and ___________ 

wisdom into our world.  

What is God inviting you into today? 
1. Try praying before making difficult decisions, in the middle of fear and when I 

am at the end of all hope. 

2. Be patient in my prayers about a difficult decision, trusting they are making a 

difference.   



Thought Provoking Questions for Groups or Personal Reflection 
1. What are your earliest memories regarding prayer? What were you taught 

regarding prayer? Have you ever found prayer to be a struggle? Have you 

ever wondered if it mattered? 

2. Do you think every prayer that Jesus ever prayed turned out the way he 

expected? Why or why not? 

3. Why do you think we are caught up with getting answers to our prayers 

rather than being caught up in the experience of prayer? 

4. Do you feel led to be more patient, fierce or honest with God about 

something you have been praying about? 

5. How have you seen prayer make a difference in you? In others? In your 

circumstances? 

 
 


